
   

 

 

 

 
 
 

ONSHORE PIPELINE 

 

WINTER BIRD MONITORING REPORT SRUWADDACON BAY AREA  

2013/2014 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Report prepared by 

 
Dr. Gavin Fennessy MCIEEM 

Ecology Ireland Wildlife Consultants Ltd 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

For 
 

EACS – Ecological Advisory and Consultancy Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 2015 



   

 

 

 

WINTER BIRD MONITORING REPORT 

SRUWADDACON BAY AREA 2012/2013 

 
 

 

REVISION AUTHOR(S) CHECKED DETAILS DATE 

0 DR/GF GF ISSUE TO CLIENT 23/02/2014 

 

 

Client: EACS 

 

Keywords: Wintering birds, Sruwaddacon Bay, Broadhaven Bay, Light-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla 

hrota 

 

Summary:  This report records and assesses bird abundance and distribution in the Sruwaddacon Bay study 

area, Co. Mayo during the winter period 2013/14.  It comprises data collected from bird surveys conducted 

between October 2013 and late April 2014.  Bird counts from high water and low water periods are presented 

and the results are discussed in the context of the previous two winter surveys, 2011/12 and 2012/13, and 

the conservation status of these species.  The numbers and activity of key species. Including species listed as 

conservation objectives (qualifying interests) for the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA, such as Light-bellied 

Brent Goose, are assessed.  The species diversity and pattern of abundance recorded at the site was generally 

consistent with that reported in recent winters, although peak numbers of many species were lower than 

those recorded in the previous winter.  The outer bay holds the greatest numbers and diversity of species 

during both tidal states.  There were 38 bird species recorded in the study area during the 2013/14 study.  Of 

these species, eight are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Bird’s Directive and nine are qualifying interests for the 

SPA.  No species occurred in nationally or internationally important numbers during this winter period and 

Light-bellied Brent Geese were recorded in lower numbers than in recent years.  This may be largely owing to 

the accretion of sands on the main shingle feeding area since the 2011/12 winter.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Ecology Ireland Ltd. was commissioned by EACS – Ecological Advisory and Consultancy Services, on behalf of 

their client Shell E & P Ireland Ltd., to carry out an intensive bird monitoring study in the Sruwaddacon Bay 

area, Co. Mayo, during the 2013/14 over-wintering period.  Bird monitoring comprises part of the overall 

ecological monitoring being undertaken in relation to the Corrib Gas Project in accordance with the 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) monitoring programme.  The study area included Sruwaddacon Bay, 

Glengad and the eastern half of Rinroe Strand.  Birds occurring in the portions of North Rossport Bay, and the 

western half of Rinroe Strand, visible from the survey vantage points were also noted.  Detailed surveys of the 

birds using this area during the winter months have been carried out over the past decade (Arnold, 2004, 

Woodrow, 2006, Fehily Timoney & Co., 2007-2011, Ecology Ireland, 2013a & b). 

 

It is estimated that over one million waterbirds visit Ireland each winter (McNaghten & Crowe, 2010) with 

most migratory waterbirds arriving in Ireland between late July and early November.  Many remain in Ireland 

for the duration of the winter, while others are recorded on passage to wintering destinations further south in 

Europe and Africa.   These waterbirds begin to leave for their breeding grounds from early spring, with most 

having departed by the end of April (Boland & Crowe, 2012).   

 

The international importance of wetlands in Ireland for migratory waterbirds has been recognised for many 

decades.  Ireland is one of the contracting parties to the ‘Ramsar Convention or Convention on Wetlands of 

International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat’ which first convened in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971 and 

has designated sites under this Convention.  Counts of wintering birds at wetland sites in Ireland were first 

organised on a national basis in the 1970s (Hutchinson, 1979).  Latterly, the Irish Wetland Bird Survey (I-

WeBS), a joint scheme run by BirdWatch Ireland and National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS), is the primary 

tool for monitoring populations of non-breeding waterbirds and their key wetland sites in Ireland.  I-WeBS has 

run annually since the winter of 1994/95 with waterbirds counted on a monthly basis between September 

and March.  Surveys of wintering birds have been essential in identifying sites of importance for waders and 

wildfowl and in highlighting the key conservation features of these sites.  This survey is the cornerstone to the 

designation of Special Protection Areas for wintering and passage waterbirds under the Birds Directive 

(79/409/EEC; 2009/147/EC) and their subsequent monitoring.  The Sruwaddacon Bay study area forms part of 

the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven Special Protection Area (SPA, Site code 004037), which is principally designated 

owing to its importance for a number of wintering waterbird species (see Appendix 1).  The study area also 

encompasses part of the Blacksod Bay and Broadhaven Ramsar site (Ramsar Site Code 844; Wetlands 

International Code 3IE036).   

 

Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA comprises 8,314 ha and intersects with three Special Areas of Conservation 

(SACs): Glenamoy Bog Complex (Site code 000500); Broadhaven Bay (Site code 000472); and the 

Mullet/Blacksod Bay Complex (Site code 000470).  The study area also lies within the Glenamoy Bog Complex 

SAC (Site code 000500) with the exception of the extreme westerly sections at Rinroe which lie within the 

Broadhaven Bay SAC.  The site synopses for these designated sites are provided in Appendix 1.   

 

The aims of this study were: 

 

• To record  bird distribution and abundance across the study area from direct observation 
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• To examine the influence of the tidal cycle on bird distribution and abundance 

 

• To determine the importance of the study area for over-wintering birds, with particular reference to 

species selected as Special Conservation Interests of Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA, other species of 

international and national importance as well as Annex I species (E.U. Birds Directive 79/409/EEC; 

2009/147/EC) in the associated designated sites 

 

• To compare these collected data with information from previous seasons. 

 

 

1.1. PRINCIPAL WORKS ONGOING DURING 2013/2014 WINTER PERIOD 

 

Tunnelling works were temporarily suspended for the first part of the 2013/2014 winter period. Tunnelling 

recommenced on November 3rd 2013 and was then ongoing for the rest of the winter. Reinstatement works 

at the Leenamore inlet crossing were completed in August 2013 followed by reinstatement of the onshore 

pipeline wayleave during the autumn months (Q3), including the recovering eroded blanket bog section to the 

east of the Leenamore inlet. The fields on either side of the inlet were reinstated in Q4 of 2013.  Construction 

works at the Landfall Valve (LVI) and at the tunnel reception pit at the Glengad compound continued 

throughout the winter period.  At Aughoose the pipe-laying, welding and tunnelling support activities were 

continuing.  General site activities including maintenance of welfare facilities, surface water management, and 

site services were ongoing throughout the 2013/2014 winter. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 

In line with previous winter surveys, the winter period was defined as the period during which Light-bellied 

Brent Geese were present in the study area.  Field surveys were therefore carried out between October 2013 

and April 2014 (inclusive).   Although Light-bellied Brent Geese returned to the area in September of the 

previous winter (i.e 2012/13), this exceptionally early return was not repeated in the winter of 2013/2014. 

Surveys were conducted on a near weekly basis with low water and high water surveys typically being 

completed on consecutive days.  On a small number of occasions it was possible to undertake the low water 

and high water surveys on the same day, owing to the timing of the tides or constraints imposed by prevailing 

weather conditions.  Where possible, surveys were carried out during good weather conditions (i.e. light to 

moderate winds, good visibility, no rain), however on some occasions weather conditions deteriorated and/or 

visibility was less than ideal.  Where heavy showers occurred, counts were temporarily postponed until 

conditions improved.  During high winds some birds at rest on the sea surface may have been missed, 

however it was felt that all birds present on the shore were located and adequately counted.  A summary of 

the visit schedule and prevailing weather conditions on each survey visit is available in Appendix 2 of this 

report. 

 

The survey methodology, in use since 2002/2003, was developed in accordance with standard bird census 

techniques and survey protocols (Institute of Environmental Assessment, 1995, Sutherland, 1996, Bibby et al., 

2000).  An updated methodology, to facilitate more frequent counts, was agreed in consultation with NPWS in 

March 2009 and has been used for bird surveys since that time.  The field surveys were undertaken using 

suitable optical equipment (i.e. telescope and binoculars).   

 

The Sruwaddacon Bay study area is divided into six discrete Count Sections in order to record bird numbers 

and distribution in different portions of the bay (see Figure 2.1).  During each site visit, counts were obtained 

from selected vantage points overlooking each Count Section and the bay was counted in a systematic 

fashion, typically within a two-hour period (in order to minimise double-counting of birds).  Section 1 

comprises the outermost part of Sruwaddacon Bay (i.e. the mouth), including Glengad and the eastern half of 

Rinroe Strand and Section 6 comprises the inner bay, near the Glenamoy River estuary.  Supplementary data 

were also recorded at additional sites which were visible from the western vantage points. These include a 

portion of North Rossport Bay and the western half of Rinroe Strand (see Figure 2.1 for the location of these 

additional sites).  For the purposes of data presentation, peak count data over the survey period were 

grouped into Outer Bay (Count Sections 1 & 2), Middle Bay (Count Sections 3 & 4) and Inner Bay (Count 

Sections 5 & 6) regions.  Peak counts for the study area as a whole (including the supplementary count areas) 

are also presented for both low water and high water count scenarios. 

 

The surveys were conducted at ‘low water’ (i.e. during the period two hours before or two hours after low 

tide) and at ‘high water’ (i.e. two hours before or two hours after high tide), in order to assess the influence of 

the tidal state on bird distribution and abundance in the study site.  For each survey, bird species were 

counted and recorded according to their occurrence within each Count Section. The surveys focused on 

recording the species present and their abundance and distribution. Records were also taken of the presence 

of any concentrations of roosting birds and the location and status of these roosts  
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2.1. CONSERVATION EVALUATION 

 

All birds, including wintering waterbirds are protected under E.U. and national legislation and a number of 

international conventions.  It is a requirement for EU Member States to identify areas (Special Protection 

Areas - SPAs) to be given special protection for rare, vulnerable and endangered species listed in Annex I of 

the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC; 2009/147/EC), for regularly occurring migratory species and for the 

protection of wetlands .  Natura 2000 is a network of European sites for nature protection. It comprises areas 

established under the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) - Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) - to assure the 

long-term survival of Europe's most valuable and threatened species and habitats; and SPAs designated under 

the Birds Directive.  Both Directives are transposed into Irish Law through the EU Birds and Habitats 

Regulations 2011 (SI 477 of 2011) which supersedes previous regulations in this regard. 

 

For the purposes of evaluation, the Special Conservation Interest species of the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven 

SPA, Annex I species of the E.U. Bird’s Directive, other regularly occurring migratory species listed in the 

Standard Data Forms and under Conservation Objectives for the SACs (Glenamoy Bog Complex; Broadhaven 

Bay; and the Mullet/Blacksod Bay Complex) and any additional species listed as Birds of Conservation Concern 

in Ireland (BOCCI) (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013) are identified and the relative importance of the study area 

for these species is assessed, where data are available.   

 

The peak counts for each species within the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA were considered in relation to 

peak counts recorded during the two most recent winters.  Reference count data were provided by the NPWS 

of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) in a submission to An Bord 

Pleanála with regard to the revised Corrib onshore pipeline EIS in a letter dated 28th July 2010.  The data are 

based primarily on the mean of peak counts from the 5-year period between winter 1999/96 and 1999/2000.  

Data from the All-Ireland Tern survey (www.birdwatchireland.ie) and Seabird 2000 

(http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/seabird2000) were also used where appropriate.  The data collected at the study 

area in recent winters is considered in the context of the published literature on the trends in populations of 

wintering waterbird species in Ireland (Crowe et al., 2008, McNaghten & Crowe, 2010, Boland & Crowe, 

2012). 

 

The species listed as Special Conservation Interests for the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA were published in 

June 2011 and revised Conservation Objectives for this site were published online in April 2012 

(www.npws.ie), see also Appendix 1.  In all, nine species of wintering waterbirds are listed: 

 

• Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer)  

• Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota)  

• Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra)  

• Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)  

• Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula)  

• Sanderling (Calidris alba)  

• Dunlin (Calidris alpina)  

• Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica)  

• Curlew (Numenius arquata)  
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In addition, one breeding species, Sandwich Tern, Sterna sandvicensis is listed as a conservation objective for 

the site.  Much of the SPA is also cited as a wetland of international importance (Ramsar Site Code 844; 

Wetlands International Code 3IE036).  

 

While SACs are  selected for the protection of habitats and annexed species other than birds, a number of 

Birds Directive Annex I species and migratory species are listed as ‘regularly occurring’  in the site synopses 

and on the Natura 2000 Standard Data Forms for the three interconnected SACs in the area (Glenamoy Bog 

Complex, Broadhaven Bay and Mullet/Blacksod Complex). They are considered in Section 3.1 of this report. 

Regularly occurring Annex I wintering species listed for these three SACs are:  

 

• Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis)  

• Storm Petrel (Hydrobates pelagicus) 

• Merlin (Falco columbarius) 

• Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 

• Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

• Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) 

• Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

• Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) 

• Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) 

• Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 

• Greenland White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons flavirostris) 

   

The species listed as Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (BoCCI; Colhoun and Cummins, 2013) are also 

reviewed.  The BoCCI listing categorises birds as Red-listed (i.e. species of high conservation concern), Amber-

listed (i.e. species of medium conservation concern) and Green-listed (i.e. species of no particular 

conservation concern).  The BoCCI list was first published by Newton et al., (1999) and was revised by Lynas et 

al., (2007) and more recently by Colhoun and Cummins (2013).  For the purposes of this study the recently 

revised BoCCI list is used (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013).  The BoCCI species that occur at and in the vicinity of 

the study area are considered further in Section 3.1.  Note that the previous winter season reports (i.e. 

Ecology Ireland 2013a & b) used the previous BoCCI list (i.e. Lynas et al., 2007) and the conservation status of 

some of the waterbird species recorded has changed since then. Any changes in conservation status of 

relevant species are presented in Section 3.1 of this report. 

 

The African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) is an intergovernmental treaty dedicated to the 

conservation of migratory waterbirds and their habitats. This treaty was negotiated under the auspices of the 

Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or Bonn Convention. The E.U. and 70 countries are contracting parties 

to this treaty as of June 2013.  The species found during the current winter survey that are included on the 

AEWA list are highlighted (Table 3.1).  

 

The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat (or Ramsar 

Convention) agreed the first set of numerical criteria for the selection of wetland sites of international 

importance.  A site qualifies if it regularly holds at least 20,000 waterfowl or at least 1% of the population of a 

species.  In terms of habitat, a wetland should be considered as internationally important if it is a particularly 
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good example of a specific type of wetland characteristic of its region.  Also presence of rare, vulnerable, 

endemic or endangered plants or animals is a factor in determining international importance. 

 

The scientific names of all species mentioned in this report are set out in the relevant data tables in Section 3.  
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3. RESULTS 
 

Between October 2013 and April 2014, 50 complete bird counts were carried out in the study area.  A total of 

25 of these surveys were carried out at low water and 25 were carried out at high water.  

 

A total of 38 species were recorded, an increase of four species on the previous winter period.  In addition 

there were five categories of grouped species (e.g. Godwit sp., Gull species).  The reason for the inclusion of 

these categories is that it is only possible, on a small number of occasions, to count the number of individuals, 

but impractical to identify each bird to species level, owing to the distance from the observer or impaired 

visibility.  The complete species list is provided in Table 3.1.  

  

Given the time of year of this study, the species recorded were predominantly wintering waterbirds (e.g. 

Light-bellied Brent Goose, Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus, Curlew).  A number of terrestrial species are 

included where they occurred in close proximity to the shore and/or were observed using intertidal habitats 

to feed (e.g. Chough, Hen Harrier, Circus cyaneus, Hooded Crow, Corvus cornix, Peregrine Falcon and Raven, 

Corvus corax).   

 

A number of species were exclusively recorded during only one part of the tidal cycle.  Of the 38 species 

recorded in the 2013/14 winter period, 29 species were recorded in both tidal states, with five species only 

observed during the high water surveys and four further species noted only at low water counts.  However, 

many of the records of birds recorded in only one part of the tidal cycle, were of species recorded so 

infrequently that tidal variation in peak counts is unlikely to be meaningful.  For instance, all of these species 

were only recorded on one occasion during the 2013/14 winter surveys (apart from Mute Swan, which was 

recorded on two occasions). The results of the bird counts in the two tidal states are described in greater 

detail in Sections 3.2 and 3.3.  

 

The general pattern of distribution observed in previous winter seasons was repeated, with the greatest 

concentration of birds being seen in the outer parts of the study area (Count Sections 1 & 2; see Figure 2.1) at 

high water, while a wider distribution of birds was noted across the study area during the low water counts.  

The principal roost area, the sandbank in Count Section 2 is the only regularly used roost site within the study 

area.  The secondary high-water roost (Figure 2.1) was infrequently utilised, as found in the previous two 

winter periods (Ecology Ireland, 2013).  There were no incidents of construction related disturbance noted 

during any of the 50 survey visits.  In addition, there was no obvious change in the gross distribution of birds 

across the study area attributable to attraction to, or avoidance of, certain areas. 

 

Overall, bird diversity and abundance was relatively poor, however it should also be noted that, apart from 

Common Scoter, all species of special conservation interest for the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA were 

recorded during the course of the 2013/14 winter survey (see Section 2.1).  Furthermore, 17 of the 20 species 

listed in the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA site synopsis were recorded during the 2013/14 winter season (see 

Appendix 1 for NPWS site synopsis).  Only Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola, Knot, Calidris canutus and 

Turnstone, Arenaria interpres, were not recorded during the winter survey season.  Species presence  has 

been very consistent in recent winter seasons with 18 of the 20 species cited in the SPA site synopsis recorded 

in the 2012/13 winter season and 17 of the 20 species recorded in each of the previous two winter periods 

(i.e. winter 2011/2012 and 2010/2011. 
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As reported by Ecology Ireland (2013a) it was noted  in late November-early December 2011 that the main 

feeding area for Light-bellied Brent Geese – the shingle in the mid-bay area off Glengad – had been subject to 

a considerable amount of sand deposition, visibly diminishing the amount of green algae available to foraging 

birds.  This is a naturally occurring phenomenon and similar fluctuations in the extent of shingle in this area 

have been observed over the years (pers. obs.).  It is clear from earlier Ordnance Survey Aerial Mapping 

(http://maps.osi.ie/publicviewer) that the extent of the shingle bank can change considerably from year to 

year.  However, the observed deposition in late 2011 was the largest such event at this location noted in 

recent winters.  The shape and extent of the available feeding area continued to subtly alter throughout the 

summer and into the winter of 2012/13.  Heavy winter seas in January and February 2014 deposited more 

sand, further diminishing the available feeding area for the remainder of the winter.  
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3.1. CONSERVATION STATUS OF BIRDS OVERWINTERING IN THE STUDY  

AREA 

 

The complete taxa list of the 38 species recorded during the winter surveys in 2013/14 is presented in Table 

3.1.  This table summarises the conservation status of each species under the E.U. Bird’s Directive, BoCCI list 

and AEWA treaty.  Of the Special Conservation Interests for Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA (nine wintering 

species and one breeding species) only Common Scoter was not recorded within the study area.  This species 

is almost entirely pelagic outside of the breeding season and it has not been recorded at the site during any 

previous winter survey at this study site (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  The other Special Conservation Interest 

species of Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA which were recorded on-site during the winter of 2013/14 are 

discussed in Section 3.2.  

 

Of the 11 Annex I bird species that commonly winter at the three local SACs (Glenamoy Bog Complex, 

Broadhaven Bay, Mullet/Blacksod Bay Complex) six of these were recorded within the study area during the 

2013/14 winter.  These species are discussed in Section 3.3 below.  Two Annex I species - Great-northern 

Diver and Bar-tailed Godwit - listed as conservation interests for the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA and are 

also listed on the Natura Standard Data Forms for the SACs.  Therefore an overall total of 12 species of 

conservation interest and listed for local designated sites (the SPA and SACs) were recorded in the 2013/14 

winter study and will be discussed in detail below.  Other species listed for the SACs which were not recorded 

during this period include: Barnacle Goose, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Storm Petrel, Merlin, and 

Whooper Swan. 

 

Species that are listed as conservation interests of the designated sites as breeding species (e.g. Terns) are not 

considered further in this winter monitoring report.  The national and local (where available) population data 

and trends for each of the other key species are considered in turn in the following section.  
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3.2. QUALIFYING INTERESTS OF BLACKSOD BAY/BROADHAVEN SPA 
 

3.2.1. LIGHT-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE [AMBER, AEWA LISTED] 

 

Light-bellied Brent Goose distribution and abundance is discussed in detail in Section 3.5.  In terms of peak 

numbers this species was still clearly the most abundant species recorded in the study area and was present 

in nationally and internationally important numbers at this site during the winter of 2013/14.  The wintering 

population is believed to be in excess of 39,000 individuals (Boland & Crowe, 2012) with the threshold for a 

site’s international importance set at 260 birds (Robinson et al., 2004).  The species is considered to be of 

Least Concern by Bird Life International with a large global population (www.birdlife.org).  Light-bellied Brent 

Goose, in particular, is a species showing a strong upward trend in population size over the past two decades 

(Boland & Crowe, 2012). 

 

3.2.2. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER [AEWA LISTED] 

 

Red-breasted Mergansers were observed regularly at both high and low water during the winter surveys in 

2013/14.  A peak of 13 individuals was recorded during low water counts in late April – slightly lower than the 

peak count of 16 birds recorded in the previous winter (Ecology Ireland 2013b).  This falls well short of the 

overall site threshold for national importance (35 individuals, Boland and Crowe, 2012).  This species was 

recorded in highest numbers in the middle and inner sections of the study area (i.e. count sections 3-6).  This 

species is considered to have a worldwide Least Concern conservation status by Bird Life International with a 

stable population (www.birdlife.org) although the numbers of this species wintering in Ireland have shown a 

moderate decline over recent decades (Boland & Crowe, 2012).   

 

3.2.3. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER [ANNEX I, AMBER, AEWA LISTED] 
 

During the winter months small numbers of Great Northern Divers were regularly observed in Broadhaven 

Bay and less frequently within Sruwaddacon Bay (only count sections 1 and 2).  This has been the consistent 

pattern for this species over recent winters (Ecology Ireland 2013a and b).  In the winter of 2013/14 Great 

Northern Divers were recorded on 10 of the 25 low water surveys and also 11 of the 25 high water surveys.  

The peak count was of four individuals, well below the threshold for a site of national importance (20 

individuals; Boland & Crowe, 2012).  The standard data form for Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA indicates that 

there is a local wintering population of 31 individuals (Appendix 1).  Blacksod and Tullaghan Bay (a bay 

approximately 30 km south of Sruwaddacon Bay and part of Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA) is an Irish 

Wetland Bird Survey (I-WeBS) site that regularly holds an internationally important population of Great 

Northern Diver (>50 individuals; Boland & Crowe, 2012).  Although, the international population of Great 

Northern Divers has declined gradually in recent decades, the species is still extremely wide-ranging and 

relatively numerous (www.birdlife.org).  As a result Great Northern Divers are considered to have a Least 

Concern conservation status by Bird Life International (www.birdlife.org).  Great Northern Divers have 

recently been classified as Amber listed on the most recent BoCCI list (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013) as they 

are of International Importance during the non-breeding season (i.e. the Irish population represents more 

than 20% of the European population). 
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3.2.4. RINGED PLOVER [AEWA LISTED] 
 

Ringed Plover were observed relatively infrequently during the winter of 2013/14, with only four records at 

low water and three at high water.  Peak counts for this species (129 individuals at HW in November) were 

higher than in the previous winter period (i.e. 45 individuals in Winter 2012/13) but were considerably lower 

than in the 2011/2012 winter (217 individuals) (Ecology Ireland, 2013a & b).  In 2011/2012 the low water peak 

count of 217 individuals in Count Section 5 exceeded the threshold for national importance (150).  The peak 

count in the 2013/14 season was recorded at the high water roost areas at Glengad (Figure 2.1).  These 

individuals were almost certainly birds on passage, as the next highest count of these species in November 

2013 was of 31 individuals feeding in count section 5.  Boland & Crowe, (2012) reported that the numbers of 

Ringed Plover wintering in Ireland have shown a moderate increase over recent decades.  Indeed the most 

recent BoCCI list demotes the conservation status of this species from Amber to Green (Colhoun and 

Cummins, 2012).  However, the global population of Ringed Plovers has been in decline in recent years and 

Bird Life International (www.birdlife.org) has flagged that this species may soon be classed as Vulnerable in 

terms of conservation status.   

 

3.2.5. SANDERLING [AEWA LISTED] 
 

Sanderlings were only recorded on two occasions within the study area during the winter period and are 

rarely observed at either of the high water roosts within Sruwaddacon Bay.  This species is typically recorded 

in mixed feeding flocks with Ringed Plover and/or Dunlin.  The peak count in the winter of 2013/14 was 35 

individuals (at HW in December), slightly less than the peak count in the 2012/13 winter period (51 

individuals, Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  The peak count constitutes  a considerable proportion of the entire SPA 

wintering Sanderling population, which has been estimated at 53 individuals (Appendix 1), however it is below 

the threshold for a nationally important site (65 individuals; Boland & Crowe, 2012).  Sanderlings are listed 

among the waterbird species of Least Concern by Bird Life International (www.birdlife.org).   

 

3.2.6. DUNLIN [ANNEX I BREEDING, RED, AEWA LISTED] 
 

Dunlins were recorded on five occasions during the 2013/14 winter surveys, with all but one of these counts 

occurring at low water (as in the previous winter, Ecology Ireland 2013b).  Peak counts (50 individuals at HW 

in December) were slightly higher than in the previous winter where 39 individuals were recorded (Ecology 

Ireland 2013b).  However the frequency of Dunlin observations (five counts) was lower in the current winter 

period than in the 2012/13 winter period, where the species was present on 13 survey visits (Ecology Ireland 

2013b).  The wintering population in Ireland has shown a considerable decrease in recent decades (Crowe, 

2005) and the conservation status in Ireland of this species has been increased from Amber to Red in the 

recent BoCCI list (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013).  It is believed that a concurrent increase in the wintering 

Dunlin numbers in the Netherlands suggests that birds are choosing to ‘short-stop’; that is wintering in the 

Wadden Sea area owing to a series of milder winters (Boland & Crowe, 2012).  Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA 

has historically held a nationally important number of wintering Dunlin (>880 individuals; Crowe, 2005).  

However, the Sruwaddacon Bay study area infrequently supports a small proportion of the locally wintering 

Dunlin (Fehily Timoney & Co., 2009, 2010, 2011; Ecology Ireland, 2013a & b).  Internationally, the species has 

shown a moderate decline over recent decades, but not at a rate which would elevate its conservation status 

to Vulnerable (www.birdlife.org). 

 



  EACS - Ecological Advisory and Consultancy Services 

  Winter Bird Survey - Sruwaddacon Bay Area 2013-2014 

 

Page | 14 
 

3.2.7. BAR-TAILED GODWIT [ANNEX I, AMBER, AEWA LISTED] 
 

Bar-tailed Godwits were recorded infrequently (in seven out of the 50 counts) and in low numbers (peak 

count of 7 individuals) in the 2013/14 winter study season.  This is slightly below the peak count of 13 

individuals which was recorded in the previous winter (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  According to the standard 

data form for Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA a wintering population of over 400 Bar-tailed Godwits occurs 

there (www.npws.ie).  However, the peak count of 7 individuals recorded in the study area during the winter 

of 2013/14 is well below the 1% threshold for Nationally Important sites for this species which is currently 160 

(Boland & Crowe, 2012).  This Annex I species is declining somewhat internationally but is still considered to 

be of Least Concern in terms of conservation status (www.birdlife.org).  Bar-tailed Godwits are Amber-listed 

owing to their localised distribution in winter, as 50% of the Irish population are concentrated in 10 or fewer 

sites (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013). 

 

 

3.2.8. CURLEW [RED, AEWA LISTED] 
 

Curlews are ever present in the study area throughout the year with considerably higher numbers present 

during the winter months.  The peak count recorded during the 2013/14 period was 63 individuals and 

numbers were similar between the two tidal states.  This peak count is considerably lower than that recorded 

during the 2012/13 period (i.e. 102 individuals), but is only marginally less than the peak count of 80 

individuals recorded in the 2011/12 period (Ecology Ireland, 2013a & b).  The Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA 

population is over 300 Curlew (www.npws.ie), considerably below the threshold for a nationally important 

site (550 birds; Crowe, 2005).  Curlews are declining widely across their global breeding range and, 

consequently, their International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) status is near threatened.  Curlews 

are Red-listed owing to dramatic declines in the breeding and non-breeding population in Ireland as well as a 

dramatic decline in its breeding range (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013).  The Irish breeding population is 

supplemented by Scottish and Fenno-Scandinavian breeders in winter (BWPi DVD ROM; Boland & Crowe, 

2012).  

 

3.3. ANNEX I SPECIES COMMONLY RECORDED AT NEARBY SACS 
 

The following sub-sections describe the (other) wintering Annex 1 species, as well as those species present 

locally in internationally important numbers and other Red and Amber BoCCI listed species not already 

discussed. 

 

3.3.1. PEREGRINE FALCON [ANNEX I] 

 

A single Peregrine Falcon was recorded on three occasions during the 2013/14 winter season study.  All 

sightings occurred along the southern shore of the study area. Two sightings occurred in the outer sections of 

the study site at high water in April 2014 and one occurred in count section 5 at low water in October 2013.  

No Peregrine Falcons were observed during the previous winter survey (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  The 

Peregrine Falcon is an Annex I species but is not currently of conservation concern in Ireland (i.e. it is Green-

listed, Colhoun and Cummins, 2013). 
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3.3.2. GOLDEN PLOVER [ANNEX I, RED, AEWA LISTED] 

 

Golden Plover is not regularly recorded within the study area during the winter months.  This species was only 

observed on one occasion during the 2013/14 winter surveys.  The count comprised 36 individuals at roost in 

count section 1 at high water in October 2013.  These individuals were likely to be on passage to wintering 

grounds further afield.  Golden Plover were recorded on five occasions during the previous winter, with a 

peak count of 64 individuals, however the peak count in the previous winter (2011/12) was only 20 birds 

(Ecology Ireland, 2013 a & b).  Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA holds over 250 individuals during the winter 

months (www.npws.ie).  This is well below the threshold for a nationally important site for this species (1,700 

individuals; Boland & Crowe, 2012).  Internationally this species has been in slight decline over recent 

decades, but as Golden Plover is still a wide ranging and abundant species, it is considered to have a Least 

Concern conservation status (www.birdlife.org).  This species is Red-listed owing to declines of over 50% in its 

breeding and wintering population in the last 25 years and 16 years respectively (Colhoun and Cummins, 

2013). 

 

3.3.3. CHOUGH [ANNEX I, AMBER] 

 

Choughs breed along the coastline of northwest Mayo and in the late summer and during winter they form 

large and mobile flocks that typically feed in short sward grassland (BWPi DVD-ROM).  Flocks of over 100 

individuals have been noted annually on Garter Hill (pers. obs.).  Choughs very occasionally occur in the 

vicinity of the study area – rarely within Sruwaddacon Bay – and during the winter 2013/14 they were 

recorded on three occasions on consecutive weeks in December at Glengad.  The peak count was five 

individuals occurring at low tide on the 18th of December 2013.  In the previous winter there was one sighting 

of eight individuals overflying the outer bay (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  Ireland holds about 60% of the 

northwest European breeding population of this Corvid species (Gray et al., 2003).  Although this species has 

declined in Northern Ireland, the population in the Republic of Ireland is considered relatively stable (loc. cit.).  

The Chough is Amber-listed owing to its unfavourable conservation status in Europe (Colhoun and Cummins, 

2013). 

 

3.3.4. RED-THROATED DIVER [ANNEX I, AMBER, AEWA LISTED] 

 

Red-throated Divers are primarily pelagic during the winter period but can occasionally be observed close to 

shore.  There were four sightings of this species during the 2013/14 winter period with a peak count of three 

individuals recorded in Broadhaven Bay at high water on April 1st 2014.  This is similar to the results from the 

previous winter where a peak count of two Red-throated Divers was recorded in Broadhaven Bay (Ecology 

Ireland, 2013b).  The standard data form for Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven Bay SPA reports a wintering 

population of 15 Red-throated Divers.  The threshold for nationally important sites for Red-throated Diver is a 

concentration of 20 or more individuals.  Internationally, Red-throated Divers are considered to be of Least 

Concern in terms of conservation status, although the species population has declined somewhat in recent 

decades (www.birdlife.org).  

 

3.3.5. OTHER SPECIES OF CONSERVATION IMPORTANCE 
 

Only one sighting of a Hen Harrier occurred during the 2013/14 winter study.  The individual was recorded in 

count section three on the 1st of October at low water. 
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A total of six Red-listed species were recorded in the study area during the winter 2013/14 survey period.  The 

reasons behind the conservation status of Dunlin, Curlew and Golden Plover are discussed above in the 

species sections.  Black-headed Gulls, Herring Gulls and Redshanks are Red-listed owing to a decline of over 50 

percent in their breeding populations in the past 25 years (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013).  Black-headed Gulls 

and Herring Gulls have also experienced a 70 percent contraction of their breeding range in the last 21 years 

(Colhoun and Cummins, 2013).   

 

Nineteen Amber-listed species were recorded over the survey period and this includes some of the most 

abundant species on the site; Light-bellied Brent Goose, Great Black-backed Gull, Common Gull and 

Oystercatcher.     
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Table 3.1 The conservation status of species recorded in the study area during the 2013/14 winter surveys*.  

Common Name Scientific Name BoCCI Annex I AEWA 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Amber Yes AEWA 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Amber   AEWA 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundis Red   AEWA 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Amber   AEWA 

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Amber Yes   

Coal Tit Periparus ater       

Common Gull Larus canus Amber   AEWA 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Amber   AEWA 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Amber   AEWA 

Curlew Numenius arquata Red   AEWA 

Dunlin Calidris alpina Red Yes^  AEWA 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Red Yes AEWA 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus Amber   AEWA 

Great-northern Diver Gavia immer Amber Yes AEWA 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia     AEWA 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea     AEWA 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Amber Yes   

Herring Gull Larus argentatus Red   AEWA 

Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix       

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Amber   AEWA 

Light-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla Amber   AEWA 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Amber   AEWA 

Magpie Pica pica       

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos     AEWA 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor Amber     

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Amber   AEWA 

Peregrine Falcon Faco peregrinus   Yes   

Raven Corvus corax        

Razorbill Alca torda Amber   AEWA 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator     AEWA 

Redshank Tringa totanus Red   AEWA 

Red-throated Diver Gavia arctica Amber Yes AEWA 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     AEWA 

Sanderling Calidris alba     AEWA 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis Amber Yes AEWA 

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis       

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Amber   AEWA 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus     AEWA 

 

*Conservation Status:  

• Annex I: listed on Annex I of the EU Bird’s Directive as rare, vulnerable or endangered species. 

Member states of the EU are required to classify Special Protection Areas for the conservation of 

these species. 
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• BoCCI: Amber/Red indicates a medium/high conservation status on the Birds of Conservation Concern 

in Ireland (BoCCI) list respectively (Colhoun & Cummins, 2013). 

• AEWA: species that are protected under the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA treaty). 

• ^ Breeding C. alpina schinzii only 

 

3.4. BIRD NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA AT LOW  

WATER 

 

A total of 36 taxa (i.e. 33 species plus 3 species groups) were recorded in the study area at low water (see 

Table 3.2).  This is three species less than in the previous winter (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  Total bird numbers 

typically ranged from 200 – 300 individuals during each survey, with the highest recorded numbers (402 birds) 

occurring in early December.  In previous winters peak numbers of birds during low water counts have been 

recorded in the study area at a similar time (i.e. in November or early December (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).   

 

The most abundant species recorded at low water were Light-bellied Brent Geese (peak low-water count for 

study area, 207), Ringed Plover (100) and Common Gull (70) (Table 3.2).  Peak counts of almost all species 

were lower than those recorded in the previous winter, with the notable exception of Ringed Plover, which 

occurred in relatively low numbers (peak count of 45) in the previous winter (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  It 

should be noted that the peak counts in the 2012/13 winter period were considerably higher than in previous 

years, with seven of the top ten species by peak count in winter 2012/13 having a higher peak count at low 

water than in the previous 2011/12 winter period (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).   

 

Bird abundance was generally low, with peak counts of less than 30 individuals being recorded for 26 of the 

33 species recorded over the entire study area during the survey period (October 2013 – April 2014).  In 

comparison, 24 of 36 species had peak counts of fewer than 30 individuals in the winter of 2012/13 (Ecology 

Ireland, 2013b) and 30 of 38 species had peak counts of less than 30 individuals in the previous winter 

(Ecology Ireland, 2013a). 

 

Two species, Common Sandpiper and Shelduck, were recorded in the 2013/14 winter period at low water, but 

were not present at low water the previous winter.  Both species were only recorded on one occasion and in 

very low numbers (one Sanderling and two Shelduck).  A number of species recorded at low water in the 

2012/13 winter survey were not recorded in the current survey namely Barnacle Goose, Knot, Sparrowhawk, 

Turnstone, Whimbrel and Whooper Swan.  These species were recorded infrequently and in low peak 

numbers (< 12 individuals) (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).k 

 

Of the 36 taxa observed during low water counts in 2013/14, 27 were recorded in the outer bay, 26 in the 

middle bay and 23 in the inner bay.  In recent winters, there has been a clear pattern of bird abundance being 

greatest in the outer or middle bay areas.  For many species, most importantly Light-bellied Brent Goose, this 

trend was repeated in the 2013/14 winter season with the peak low water counts occurring in the outer bay 

(Table 3.2).  As observed in previous winters, a number of wading bird species were most abundant in the 

middle bay during periods where the feeding areas became accessible at low water.  For instance, Curlew, 

Oystercatcher, Redshank and Godwit species were (as in the previous winter) concentrated in the middle bay 

at this time.  Smaller waders, such as Dunlin and Ringed Plover have a number of preferred feeding areas in 

Count Sections 4 & 5.   
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The most commonly recorded species across the survey period were; Black-headed Gull, Curlew, Great Black-

backed Gull, Herring Gull and Oystercatcher, all of which were recorded in all 25 low water surveys.  Other 

commonly recorded species, occurring on at least 22 of the 25 surveys were; Common Gull, Cormorant, Light-

bellied Brent Goose and Mallard.  Most of these species were also the most commonly recorded species in 

the previous winter (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  In contrast, 19 species were recorded on five, or fewer, of the 

low water survey counts. 

 

 

3.5. BIRD NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE STUDY AREA AT HIGH  

WATER 

 

A total of 39 taxa (i.e. 34 species and 5 species groupings) were confirmed in the study area at high water over 

the survey period (see Table 3.3).  This is similar to the previous winter where 39 taxa (36 species) were 

recorded.  Total bird numbers per visit varied between 72 and 484, with no pattern throughout the season. 

Total bird counts of over 400 birds were only recorded on two occasions (15th October and 10th December 

2013) and counts of over 300 were only recorded once (16th November 2013).  The highest peak high water 

count in the previous winter season was 447 birds (in December 2012) with counts of over 400 birds being 

recorded on several survey days (Ecology Ireland, 2013b). 

 

The most abundant species recorded were Shag (peak count of 131), Ringed Plover (129), Great Black-backed 

Gull (126) and Light-bellied Brent Goose (125).  It should be noted that the high Shag count was an isolated 

occurrence (recorded on 15th October in Broadhaven Bay) and the next highest count was of 26 birds, with 

numbers more typically falling below 13 individuals per count.  Bird abundance differed slightly to the 

previous winter where Light-bellied Brent Goose, Common Gull, Curlew and Oystercatcher were the most 

abundant species recorded (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  

 

Bird abundance was generally low with peak numbers of less than 30 individuals recorded for 26 of the 34 

species over the survey period.  This is a similar result to that reported for the previous winter season, where 

28 of the 36 species observed had peak counts of less than 30 individuals (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  Peak 

counts at high water for many species were slightly lower than in the previous winter, with the notable 

exception of Great Black-backed Gull (peak count 126 in the current study and 33 in winter 2012/13) and 

Ringed Plover (peak count 129 in the current study and were not present in the previous winter). 

 

Species diversity and abundance was much higher in the outer bay than in the middle or inner bay (Table 3.3).  

The outer bay had 30 of the 34 species recorded, while the middle and inner portions of Sruwaddacon Bay 

had 19 and 18 species respectively.  In keeping with the observations in recent winters the outer bay held a 

large proportion of the birds present during high water surveys.  In the 2013/14 winter season total peak 

counts were four times higher in the outer bay than the middle bay and eight times higher than the inner bay.  

This reflects the limited feeding or roosting opportunities for waterbirds in the inner bay during periods of 

tidal inundation.  A small number of species, namely Redshank, Curlew and Greenshank do occur in higher 

numbers in the middlebay than in the outer bay however, but these do not occur in high numbers.   
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Only Oystercatcher was present during all high water counts in the 2013/14 winter season, however Great 

Black-backed Gull and Cormorant were present on all but one of the counts.  Light-bellied Brent Goose, 

Common Gull and Black-headed Gull were also commonly recorded (at least 21 of the 25 surveys).  In 

contrast, 22 of the 34 species were recorded on five, or fewer, of the high water surveys during the 2013/14 

winter period. 

 

 

3.6. AVIAN ROOSTS IN THE STUDY AREA 

 

The main roost areas recorded in Sruwaddacon Bay are shown in Figure 2.1.  The only consistently used high 

water roost is an area of sand and gravel (“sandbank”) that lies opposite Rossport Pier (in Count Section 2; 

Figure 2.1).  This area is largely inundated during high spring tides but at all other times there is ample area 

for roosting birds.  The sandbank roost can on occasion hold all of the Light-bellied Brent Geese using the 

study area, particularly during periods with high onshore winds and rough seas. 

 

Another site that is occasionally used by concentrations of birds during periods of high water is located on the 

southern shore of the bay in Count Section 4.  This site is infrequently used by small numbers of birds, 

however, as observed in previous winter seasons this roost appears to be locally important during Spring and 

near-Spring tides.  On occasion, flocks of gulls, particularly larger gulls, are observed loafing/roosting on the 

shore in Count Section 1 and on Rinroe Strand. 
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3.7. LIGHT-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE NUMBERS AND DISTRIBUTION IN THE  

STUDY AREA 

 

Table 3.4 shows the Light-bellied Brent Goose numbers recorded in the study area in each of the survey 

counts.  The Light-bellied Brent Goose is a species of special conservation interest for the Blacksod 

Bay/Broadhaven SPA and has been recorded in internationally important numbers at this site on a number of 

occasions in recent winters.  

 

Light-bellied Brent Geese were first recorded in the study area on the 9th October 2013 and were present in 

the area until the 23rd April 2014 (Table 3.4).  These dates are within the typical range for arrival and 

departure of the species in this area, as recorded in previous winters.  The earliest arrival date of Light-bellied 

Brent Geese to the study area was recorded on the 26th September 2012 and the Irish Brent Goose Research 

Group (IBGRG) noted that 2012 was an exceptionally early migration for the species (Ecology Ireland, 2013b). 

Light-bellied Brent Geese have been recorded arriving as late as November 9th and leaving in early May in 

previous surveys of the site (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  In the previous winter Light-bellied Brent Geese were 

recorded in the study site until the 23rd April 2013 (Ecology Ireland, 2013b). 

 

As in previous seasons, the numbers of Light-bellied Brent Geese occurring in the bay varied considerably 

between survey visits and tidal states (see Figure 3.2).  However, for several winters, up to the depletion in 

the main feeding area in winter 2011/2012, there was a consistent trend in the overall abundance pattern of 

the geese through the winter period.  Typically, Light-bellied Brent Geese numbers were of the order of 100-

200 individuals for much of the winter with numbers building substantially in the pre-migration staging period 

from early March to early April.  The reduction in the primary feeding area off Glengad resulted in a different 

pattern of Light-bellied Brent Goose abundance through the winter of 2013/14 as it did in 2011/12 and 

2012/13.  It also resulted in the use of alternate feeding areas e.g. shingle bank off Rinroe Strand and along 

the shoreline within Sruwaddacon Bay.  Groups of Brent Geese were observed regularly at Trá Kirtaun and 

Barnatrá throughout the month of February 2014.  Light-bellied Brent Goose numbers were low (< 60 

individuals) in October and November, with a slight increase (peak count 118) in December 2013.  Numbers 

were generally low again in January, were highly variable in February (22 – 100) and began to increase steadily 

from mid-March to the 9th April, where the peak count of 207 individuals was recorded.  Numbers then 

decreased steadily until all birds had departed (Figure 3.2).   

 

As in the previous winter Light-bellied Brent Geese were observed feeding along the shoreline, particularly 

the northern shore, within Sruwaddacon Bay.  Peak Counts of Light-bellied Brent Geese were made in the 

outer bay for both low and high water surveys (see Tables 3.2 and 3.3).  However, the additional count areas 

of Rinroe Strand and North Rossport Bay occasionally held a large proportion of the birds present, especially 

during low water surveys.  As reported by Ecology Ireland, (2013a) there were a number of observations 

made of field-feeding Light-bellied Brent Geese during the winter of 2011/12.  This was the first time this 

behaviour was noted during the past decade of observation.  However, there were no observations of field-

feeding Light-bellied Brent Geese made locally during the winter of 2013/14.  
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Figure 3.2  Weekly peak counts of Light-bellied Brent Geese in the study area during the winter 2013/2014 

at low and high water. 
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Table 3.2 Peak bird counts occurring at low water in the study area.  Peak counts from the three bay areas (Outer, 

Middle and Inner Bay) are shown, as well as the peak counts for the study area as a whole. 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Total Outer Mid Inner 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 7 3 5 2 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 1 1 0 0 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 62 32 30 42 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 2 0 2 1 

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 5 5 0 0 

Common Gull Larus canus 70 58 39 28 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 0 1 0 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 26 14 10 2 

Curlew Numenius arquata 63 13 43 22 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 27 0 2 27 

Godwit species Limosa sp. 2 0 2 0 

Great Black-backed gull Larus marinus 28 26 3 2 

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 4 4 0 0 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 8 2 8 2 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 6 3 4 2 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 1 0 1 0 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 24 18 6 6 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 24 8 18 5 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 13 6 6 4 

Light-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla 207 204 8 2 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 3 0 3 1 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 17 6 9 9 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 5 1 5 0 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 53 16 37 15 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1 0 0 1 

Raven Corvus corax 1 0 1 0 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 13 4 4 9 

Redshank Tringa totanus 46 3 37 24 

Red-throated Diver Gavia arctica 2 2 0 0 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 100 4 0 100 

Sanderling Calidris alba 8 0 8 0 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 14 14 0 0 

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 11 11 10 1 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 2 2 0 0 

Unid Gull Larus sp. 5 5 0 0 

Unid Waders   14 4 0 14 
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Table 3.3 Peak bird counts occurring at high water in the study area.  Peak counts from the three bay areas (Outer, 

Middle and Inner Bay) are shown, as well as the peak counts for the study area as a whole. 

Common Name Scientific Name Total Outer Mid Inner 

Auk Species   6 6 0 0 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 5 0 4 1 

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle 3 3 0 0 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 74 64 33 39 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 1 0 0 1 

Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 4 4 0 0 

Coal Tit Parus ater 1 1 0 0 

Common Gull Larus canus 77 77 26 6 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 16 16 0 0 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 23 19 15 17 

Corvids   1 1 0 0 

Curlew Numenius arquata 60 39 45 10 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 50 50 0 0 

Godwit species Limosa sp. 4 4 3 0 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 36 36 0 0 

Great Black-backed gull Larus marinus 126 125 2 2 

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 3 3 0 0 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 5 2 5 3 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 13 4 6 3 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus 23 21 5 2 

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 10 4 8 2 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 7 6 5 3 

Light-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla 125 114 12 2 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 2 0 2 0 

Magpie Pica pica 2 2 0 0 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 13 7 8 7 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 71 71 28 10 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1 1 0 0 

Razorbill Alca torda 2 2 0 0 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 10 1 7 5 

Redshank Tringa totanus 36 20 29 12 

Red-throated Diver Gavia arctica 3 3 0 0 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 129 129 0 0 

Sanderling Calidris alba 35 35 0 0 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 12 12 0 0 

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 131 131 12 3 

Unid Gull Larus sp. 17 17 0 0 

Unid Waders   50 50 0 0 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 2 0 2 0 
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Table 3.4 Summary of Light-bellied Brent Goose counts in the study area, October 2013 to April 2014. 

Date LW HW 

01 Oct 0 -  

08/09 Oct 0 16 

15 Oct 0 8 

24/25 Oct 11 6 

29/30 Oct 10 10 

04/05 Nov 15 16 

15 Nov 46 62 

22 Nov 43 22 

26 Nov -  64 

03 Dec 103 94 

10 Dec 118 114 

18 Dec 85 2 

08/09 Jan 53 2 

15 Jan 22 0 

21/22 Jan 97 73 

06 Feb 77 23 

^11/13 Feb 36 22 

20/21 Feb 100 24 

26/27 Feb 95 95 

05/06 Mar 55 85 

20/21 Mar 112 50 

27 Mar 133 83 

01 Apr 120 125 

09 Apr 207  - 

15 Apr 58 2 

23 Apr 1 10 

29 Apr 0 0 

 

^ Reduced visibility owing to poor weather conditions at LW 
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4. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

In 2013/14 species diversity and the pattern of abundance of wintering birds in the study area during high and 

low tide was generally consistent with the results observed in recent survey seasons (Fehily Timoney & Co., 

2007-2011, Ecology Ireland, 2013a&b).  Certainly, the gross patterns of distribution of birds within the bay, as 

well as the differences between the tidal states are now well established.  Birds are more widely distributed 

across the count sections at low water, whereas there is a concentration of birds present at high water in the 

outer and mid bay.  The high water roost in Count Section 2 holds a large proportion of the birds present at 

high water, especially during spring tides and onshore winds.  

 

Light-bellied Brent Geese were first recorded in the study site on the 9th of October, almost two weeks later 

than in the previous winter season, where an exceptionally early migration was noted for this species.  As in 

the previous two winters, the diminished feeding resource on the shingle bank off Glengad appears to have 

restricted the number of Light-bellied Brent Geese using the area, particularly during the pre-migration 

staging period.  The primary feeding area was further reduced by high seas in January 2014 and did not 

recover to any significant extent during the remaining winter period.  There were no observations of field-

feeding by the Light-bellied Brent Geese present in the pre-migration staging period.  A peak count of 207 

Light-bellied Brent Geese was recorded in April 2014, which is below the threshold for a site of International 

Importance (Robinson et al., 2004).   

 

Of the nine wintering species listed as Special Conservation Interests of the Blacksod Bay/Broadhaven SPA, 

eight were recorded within the study area during the 2013/14 winter period.  Unsurprisingly, Common Scoter, 

a typically pelagic species, was not recorded.  No species was found to be present in nationally or 

internationally important numbers.  Peak counts of a number of species appeared lower than in the previous 

winter of 2012/13 (where abundance of some species such as Oystercatcher, Redshank and Golden Plover 

were noted as being particularly high at low water), but were more in line with peak counts from previous 

winters (Ecology Ireland, 2013a&b).  A notable exception to this is Ringed Plover, which occurred in higher 

numbers (129) in the current winter than in the previous winter (45), however this species was recorded 

infrequently (Ecology Ireland, 2013b).  Most of the species of Special Conservation Interest were recorded in 

small numbers relative to the estimated population of the SPA.   

 

2013 saw the publication of an updated BoCCI list (Colhoun and Cummins, 2013), which included a number of 

changes in conservation status of wintering species.  For example Dunlin moved from the Amber List to the 

Red List, Great-northern Diver moved from the Green List to the Amber List and two species; Greenshank and 

Ringed Plover, saw an improvement in conservation status from Amber to Green (Colhoun and Cummins, 

2013).  A good diversity of waterbirds of conservation importance was recorded across the 2013/14 winter 

period.  Of the 38 species observed, a total of eight Annex I wintering species and six BoCCI Red-listed species 

were recorded.  However, as in previous winter periods, the majority of species recorded had peak counts of 

less than 30 individuals across the winter months.  There were no obvious changes in the gross patterns of 

bird distribution, or behaviour, noted during the winter of 2013/14 when compared with observations made 

in recent winter periods.  
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Survey Schedule Winter 2013-2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Winter 2013 / 2014 Survey Schedule 

 

Date Time Tide Wind Cloud Precipitation Visibility Coverage 

01/10/2013 09:23 - 10:20 LW F3 - 4 8/8 Light mist Moderate S1 - S6 

08/10/2013 14:30 - 15:20 LW F1 - 2 8/8 Misty, overcast Good S1 - S6 

09/10/2013 09:00 - 09:55 HW F3 8/8 Misty Moderate S1 - S6 

15/10/2013 09:20 - 10:15 LW F2  0/8, hazy Dry, sunny Moderate S1 - S6 

15/10/2013 14:25 - 15:10 HW F2 - 3 1/8 Dry, sunny Good S1 - S6 

24/10/2013 15:24 - 16:13 LW F2 - 3 4/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

25/10/2013 09:30 - 10:20 HW F2 8/8 Dry, Light rain from S4-S6 Good S1 - S6 

29/10/2013 14:45 - 15:30 HW F3 5/8 Dry. 11 C Good S1 - S6 

30/10/2013 09:12 - 10:10 LW F4 - 6 8/8 Misty Mod/Good S1 - S6 

04/11/2013 13:00 - 14:00 LW F1 - 2 4/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

05/11/2013 08:15 - 09:03 HW F4 8/8 Mostly dry, heavy sleet shower S5-6 Moderate S1 - S6 

15/11/2013 11:33 - 12:24 LW F1 - 3 8/8 Dry Moderate S1 - S6 

15/11/2013 14:40 - 15:18 HW F4 8/8 Dry Moderate S1 - S6 

22/11/2013 10.45 - 11.30 HW F0-1 7/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

22/11/2013 13:32 - 14:20 LW F1 2/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

26/11/2013 09:20 - 10:20 HW F3 - 4 4/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

03/12/2013 12:50 - 13:55 LW F2 - 5 6/8 Occasional mist Moderate S1 - S6 

03/12/2012 15:45 - 16:40 HW F3 - 4 (Gusts F6) 8/8 Heavy rain Poor S1 - S6 

10/12/2013 12:40 - 13:35 HW F3 8/8 Misty Moderate S1 - S6 

10/12/2013 15:30 - 16::05 LW F3 - 5 8/8 Persistant rain Moderate S1 - S6 

18/12/2013 08:50 - 09:55 HW F5 8/8 - 4/8   Dry Mod/Good S1 - S6 

18/12/2013 12:00 - 12:45 LW F4 5/8 Dry Mod S1 - S6 

08/01/2014 14.50 - 15.35 LW F0-1 3/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

09/01/2014 10:20 - 11:00 HW F3 3/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

14/01/2014 16:10 - 17:00 HW F4 8/8 Misty at first, then persistent rain Mod S1 - S6 

15/01/2014 09:30 - 10:20 LW F4 5/8 Drizzle until 9:45, dry/sunny then Poor/Mod S1 - S6 

21/01/2014 14:45 - 15:30 LW F1 - 2 8/8 Some rain Poor/Good S1 - S6 

22/01/2014 09:25 - 10:00 HW F4 8/8 Dry Moderate S1 - S6 

06/02/2014 11:56 - 12:46 HW F0 - 1 6/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

06/02/2014 14:45 - 15:58 LW F2 7/8 Light showers Poor S1 - S6 



 

 

Date Time Tide Wind Cloud Precipitation Visibility Coverage 

11/02/2014 16:00 - 16:40 HW F6 7/8 Hail/sleet showers Mod/Good S1 - S6 

13/02/2014* 09:30 - 10:20 LW F4 - 5 (Gusts F7-8)   Hail showers Moderate S1 - S6 

20/02/2014 14:58 - 15:51 LW F4 - 5 7/8 Mostly dry Good S1 - S6 

21/02/2014 09:00 - 09:45 HW F5 - 6 7/8 Mostly dry Good S1 - S6 

26/02/2014 17:00 - 17:46 HW F3/4  - 5 8/8 Mostly dry Mod/Poor S1 - S6 

27/02/2014 09:53 - 10:46 LW F4 6/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

05/03/2014 14:25 - 15:20 LW F3 8/8 Mist, occ. heavy shower Moderate S1 - S6 

06/03/2014 08:55 - 09:40 HW F2 - 3 8/8 Misty Moderate S1 - S6 

20/03/2014 15:04 - 15:54 LW F2 - 4 4/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

21/03/2014 09:55 - 10:37 HW F3 - 4 8/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

27/03/2014 09:15 - 10:30 LW F2 - 3 4/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

27/03/2014 14:15 - 15:00 HW F2 6/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

01/04/2014 08:38 - 09:20 HW F1 1/8 Dry Good/Mod S1 - S6 

01/04/2014 11:29 - 12:18 LW F1 2/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

09/04/2014 18:10 - 19:00 LW F5 - 6 6/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

15/04/2014 13:38 - 14:20 LW F1 2/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

15/04/2014 17:03 - 17:45 HW F1 6/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

23/04/2014 08:45 - 09:35 LW F3 - 4 8/8 Misty Good S1 - S6 

23/04/2014 12:35 - 01:25 HW F4 3/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

29/04/2014 12:36 - 13:15 LW F1   Dry Good S1 - S6 

29/04/2014 16:20 - 17:25 HW F2 - 3 0/8 Dry Good S1 - S6 

 

* Partial count – used only for assessment of Light-bellied Brent Goose numbers 

 


